
Mock exam information & revision topics 

GCSE English 

English Language Paper 2 

Topic Questions to think about Red

 

Amber 

  

Green 

 
A1-selectand 
retrieve 

How long do you spend on this question?    

 

Do you need quotes?    

How many marks is it worth?    

Is it about the old text or the new text?    

A2 HOW/WHAT 
Questions 

How long do you spend on this question?    

 

‘In the text it says “_________” the _______  
” ______”suggests_____ 
How many of the above do you need to aim for 
on this question? 

   

How many marks is it worth?    

Is it about the old text or the new text?    

 Do I need to use subject terminology?    

A3 Select and 
retrieve 

How long do you spend on this question?    

 

Do you need quotes?    

How many marks is it worth?    

Is it about the old text or the new text?    

A4. Evaluation/I 
think…Question 

How long should I spend on this question?    

 

How many marks is it worth?    

Is it about the old text or the new text?    

Do you need an “Overall I think …” sentence at 
the start? 

   

“I think_____ when it says “_______”This 
shows_____ 
How many of the above do you need to aim for 
on this question? 

   

Do I need to use subject terminology?    

A5. Select and 
retrieve 

How long do you spend on this question?    

 

How many marks is it worth?    

Do I need to use quotations?    

Do I need to comment on the effect of 
quotations? 

   

How many points from each text do I need?    

Do I need to do any comparison?    

A6. Comparison How long do you spend on this question?    

 

How many marks is it worth?    

How many points from each text do I need?    

Do I need to compare?    

Do I need to use subject terminology?    



Can I remember the structure for answering 
this question? 

   

Section B 

Information 
about how to 
answer the 
writing 
questions. 

How confidently can I work out the TAP/PAF  
(Type, Audience and Purpose/Purpose, 
Audience and Format) of a question? 

   

 

How long should I spend on each writing 
question? 

   

How many marks is each writing question 
worth? 

   

Do I need to plan my answer?    

What are the features of a good piece or 
writing? 

   

Can I use a range of punctuation accurately    

Do I know when to start a new paragraph?    

How confident am I with my homophones? 
Which do I need to work on? 

   

Do I know some more sophisticated 
vocabulary? 

   

Can I remember what AFOREST means and 
can I give an example of each AFOREST 
technique? 

   

 Do I know how to develop my points by using 
an anecdote? 

   

Writing a formal 
letter 

Which side does my address go on?    

 

Which side does their address go on?    

Where should I write the date?    

What do I need to put after dear_____?    

Where should I start writing my first 
paragraph? 

   

When should I use ‘yours sincerely’?    

When should I use ‘yours faithfully?    

How should I start writing a letter?    

How many words should I am to write?    

Do I need to use paragraphs?    

 Can I develop my ideas by using an anecdote?    

 Should I include AFOREST techniques    

Writing an 
informal letter 

Do I need to put their address?    

 

Which side should I put my address?    

How would I sign my letter off?    

How many words should I aim for?    

Do I need to use paragraphs?    

Writing a report Do I need an introduction?    

 

Should I give lots of opinions?    

Can I use subheadings?    

Should I develop my points?    



Should I write about possible solutions or 
recommendations? 

   

Do I need a conclusion?    

Can I use quotes from interviews?    

Can I use statistics?    

Writing a speech How do I start a speech?    

 

Can I change the things I mention to suit what 
my audience would want and understand? 

   

Should I use AFOREST techniques?    

Do I need paragraphs?    

Can I use a chatty and lively style?    

Do I need a degree of formality?    

Writing an article How do I start an article?    

 

Can I change what I mention to suit what my 
audience would want and understand? 

   

Should I use AFOREST techniques?    

Do I need a headline?    

Can I use a chatty lively style?    

Do I need a degree of formality?    

Do I need paragraphs?    

Writing a review What do I need to include for a review?    

 

Should I use AFOREST techniques?    

What types of things should I talk about?    

Can I use a chatty, lively style?    

Do I need paragraphs    

 

English Literature Paper 1 

Topic Questions to think about Red

 

Amber 

  

Green 

 
General 
Information 
about exam 
questions 

How long should I spend on each question?    

 How many marks is each question worth?    

How many marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar? 

   

How many PETACL paragraphs should I aim to 
write? 

   

Do I know what PETACL stands for and how to 
use it? 

   

How many paragraphs about the rest of the 
text should I aim for? 

   

How should I structure my answer?    

How confident am I at using subject 
terminology e.g. adjective, metaphor, simile, 
verb, adverb, punctuation etc. 

   

‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

Romeo Can I remember important key quotations?    



 

Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Friar Lawrence Can I remember important key quotations?    

 

Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Tybalt Can I remember important key quotations?    

 

Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Lord Capulet Can I remember important key quotations?    

 

Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Juliet Can I remember important key quotations?    

 

Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Nurse Can I remember important key quotations?    

Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   



 

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Great Expectations 

Magwitch Can I remember important key quotations?    

 Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Jaggers Can I remember important key quotations?    

 Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Orlick Can I remember important key quotations?    

 Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Joe Can I remember important key quotations?    

 Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Prisons and the 
Hulks 

Can I remember important key quotations?    

 Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   



Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

Magwitch’s trial     

 Do I know when these quotations were said, 
who they were said to and why? 

   

Do I know which word or technique I would 
pick out? 

   

What effect would that word have? How would 
the audience react? 

   

Can I say anything relevant about the context 
for my quotations? 

   

 

GCSE Maths 

Each student will be set significant revision on Mathswatch in preparation for their mock exams in 
December. As the mock is a full GCSE exam it can include any topic so we have set all the key 
skills they need to consolidate to be fully prepared for their exam. This will either replace or be 
done alongside their existing weekly homework. It is not expected that students will complete all 
the questions in this revision but students will work on the key topics that they have highlighted 
from class, chapter tests or past papers and that their teachers will be sharing with them in due 
course. On the front page of each revision task set on Mathswatch there is a list of topics and 
links to the videos that students should find helpful and watching these may make up a chunk of 
their revision. 
 

GCSE Combined Science 
Mock exam topics for all (except for set 1) 
Students must revise the following topics for the 3 science subjects  
Biology  

1. Cell biology 
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and response 
4. Bioenergetics  

Chemistry  
1. Atomic structure 
2. Bonding and structure  
3. Quantitative chemistry 
4. Chemical changes 
5. Energy changes  

Physics  
1. Energy,  
2. Electricity 
3. Particle model of matter 
4. Atomic structure 

 
GCSE Triple Science 
Students studying triple science will be sitting 6 exam, 1 hr 45mins each. 
The results of the exams will be used to inform progress identify areas for development and also 
be a key stepping stone to consolidate the learning of the last 3 years. 
Students have been given a revision timetable detailing a topic each week. Students have 
transferred this information into their planners and it has been expected that the students have 
been revising alongside their usual homework. The following table list the topics to be revised in 
the remaining weeks before the mock exams. 



 

Week 
beginning Physics Chemistry Biology 

12th Nov Space Using Resources 
All topics or catch 
up 

19th Nov Paper 1: P1-4 Paper1: C1-5 Paper1: B1-4 

26th Nov Paper2: P5-8 Paper2: C6-10 Paper2: B5-7 

3rd Dec 
Revise as per 
exams 

Revise as per 
exams 

Revise as per 
exams 

10th Dec 
Revise as per 
exams 

Revise as per 
exams 

Revise as per 
exams 

 

GCSE French 
Students need to revise vocab from Modules 1 to 5 from their vocab booklets (with the sunflower 
on the front) - Foundation and Higher vocab.  They have their own home copy. 
They should also be revising Themes 1 and 2 from their revision guides - Grades 9 to 1 
They also need to be learning their answers to Themes 1 and 2 for their speaking exams (2nd 
week of the Spring term) - Foundation and Higher 
They may also be set additional work by their own class teachers and should be using their 
planners to record this. 
 
Technical Award in Performance 
Students will be sitting one written mock exam which consolidates learning of unit 3 - The 
Performing Arts Experience. There are 3 sections to the exam and in total worth 80 marks (40% 
of the final grade).  
The exam will draw on knowledge and understanding from units 1 and 2 so it is important that 
students read over their notes and portfolio and also revise the following areas:  

• roles and responsibilities within the performing arts industry  
• the role of performing arts in society  
• approaches to rehearsal  
• working as a deviser/performer/director  
• marketing and public relation 

 
GCSE Geography 
Students will sit 2 mock exams  
Paper 1 = 1 hours 30 minutes 
Topics to revise 

 Natural Hazards - Tectonic hazards (Earthquakes and volcanoes) 
 Weather hazards (Tropical storms, extreme weather in the UK, climate change) 
 The Living World – Ecosystems (Tropical Rainforests and Hot Deserts) 
 Physical landscapes (Rivers, Glaciers) 

Paper 2 = 1 hour 
Topics to revise 

 Urban Challenges 



 The Challenge of resource management (optional unit is Energy) 
Revision sessions available Monday - Thursday with Mrs Smith-Sergeant & Mr Keith 
 
GCSE History 
Paper 1-Conflict and Tension in Asia (1950-1975)  
Students will be examined on this section of paper 1 -they will know this as the Korea/Vietnam 
unit 
Key knowledge to revise. 

 The Korean War 
Causes, countries involved, development of the conflict, Stalemate, The end of the Korean 
War-armistice and impact. 

 The French in Vietnam 
Background to the French in Asia, The Battle of Diem Bien Phu, The Geneva agreement, 
Opposition to Diem, The rise of the Vietcong and civil war in the South. 

 The US involvement in Vietnam. 
US involvement-The Domino Theory, The role of Eisenhower and Kennedy and their 
policies, The strategic Hamlet programmes. 

 Escalation of the War,  
Johnson and the Gulf of Tonkin, Mass bombing campaigns, Vietcong tactics, US tactics, The 
impact of the US tactics, Tet Offensive, My Lai, Demands for peace and student protest. 

 The ending of the conflict in Vietnam 
President Nixon-  widening of the war-Cambodia and Laos. Victimisation. Growing 
opposition-The Kent state protests, The role of the media and the impact influencing public 
opinion. 

 The end of the War 
The US withdrawal, The Paris Peace talks and fall of Saigon, The Costs and consequences 
of the Vietnam war. 

 
GCSE Religious Studies 
There will be one exam for 1hr 45 mins 
The exam will be split into the sections below. 
Theme A Relationships and Families 

 Marriage- the purpose of a religious marriage, types of religious ceremonies, same sex 
marriage, polygamy 

 Divorce- different religious views for and against, different Christian teachings and 
interpretations. 

 Gender roles and sexual equality. 
 Contraception 
 Fertility Treatment 

Theme C- Religion and Life 
 Abortion 
 Euthanasia 
 Moral, religious and ethical arguments about abortion and euthanasia. 

 Life after death- beliefs, views and evidence. 
 Stewardship- looking after the planet, environmental issues 
 Animal rights 

Islam Beliefs and Practices 
 5 pillars of Islam 
 6 Articles of Faith 
 The Quran and other sources of authority 
 Festivals- Eid- ul Fitr, Eid Ul Adha, Ashura, Ramadan 

 Hajj- pilgrimage to Mecca 



 Jihad 
 Muslim beliefs in the afterlife  
 Prophets 

 Angels  
 
GCSE Physical Education 
Revise ALL of unit 1 & 2 using your blue and yellow books, revision guides and the power point 
resources in our area. Use the revision aids that you have already created for some topics. 
 
GCSE Art 
The GCSE Art and Design mock exam will be held on 13th December for group 11B and 14th 
December for group 11A. It takes the form of a 5-hour practical assessment held in exam 
conditions over the course of a full school day (with break and lunch time as usual).   
Within the five hours, students are required to independently create a final outcome for their 
Identity project. The final outcome should be a substantial piece of artwork and a culmination of 
their ideas and sketchbook work which they have been working on since February.   
Walton-le-Dale Art Department will provide students with all basic materials and equipment for the 
exam, however, if a student wishes to use something particular, e.g. a canvas, fabric, or oil 
paints, then they should purchase this in advance and leave it with their class teacher by the start 
of December.  
There is no revision per se in GCSE Art but it is absolutely vital that students use the weeks before 
their mock exam to plan their final outcome in detail (e.g. size, materials, composition, colour, 
etc.) and create a “rough draft” of their proposed final outcome. All sketchbook work, including 
final outcome plans, must be submitted to their class teacher by the end of November.  
The mock exam is a fantastic way to prepare students for their real GCSE Art and Design exam 
which will take place in April 2019 and we wish all students the very best of luck! 
 
GCSE Design Technology 
Topics you will need to know about for your mock exam: 

 Properties of materials. This includes woods, metals, polymers, paper, card and fabrics. 

 Calculating percentages, and calculations using percentages 
 Calculations working out and using the surface area of a shape. 
 Mechanisms, including CAMS and types of movement 
 Isometric drawing-  using a grid 
 Scales of production – one off, batch, mass, continuous etc. and their pros and cons 
 Energy generation, both current and renewable sources 

 Material knowledge of woods, metals, polymers, fabrics 
 Environmental issues related to obtaining, processing, using and disposal of materials 
 Finishes for materials – what finishes are available and why they are applied. 
 Advantages and disadvantages of using CAD CAM for manufacturing. 

Sources of revision: 
 Your folder and the work covered early in Yr 10. You should find information on most of the 

topics above. Look at the past paper you did for the mock in Yr 10. This one will be very 
similar. 

 Res Mat revision guides – available from Mr Hull for a £2 deposit. These are from last year’s 
course but still very useful and a lot cheaper than the official book below. 

 Edexcel Design and Technology GCSE 9 – 1   ISBN 978 1 292 18458 6       Costs approx. 
£21. We do not hold a stock of these, they are however available online. 

 Online, technologystudent.com – very useful website. 
 Photocopied notes – Extracts of resources taken from the above two books, available soon 

from Mr Hull. 
 
 



GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Below is a list of topics that the students must revise 

 Food safety – high risk cooked foods – correct storage.  

 Reheating cooked chicken.  
 Hygiene rules.  
 Foods for the Elderly.  What nutrients do they need?  Types of foods?  How would you cook 

them etc?  
 Dietary fibre.  What is it? Why do we need it?  
 Functions of ingredients in shortcrust pastry.  
 Rules for stirring a starch based sauce.  
 Gelatinisation – what is it? How does it happen in sauce making?  

 Chemical and biological raising agents – examples of these – How they work?  
 Organic food and drinks – What are they?  What are the benefits?  Why do people buy 

them?  
 GM foods – Advantages and disadvantages/  
 Milk – UHT, Pasteurisation and Sterilization.  What are they?  What are the processes?  
 Food additives – Why are they used? Are they good for us 

 
 
 
 
 
 


